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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
To the Law Forum Legal Community: 
The University of Baltimore Law Forum's Volume 39 editorial 
board presents our first issue of the 2008-2009 academic year. The 
Law Forum aims to serve two purposes: 1) to provide thought 
provoking articles that spark dialog within the legal community; and 
2) to provide recent development pieces that explore relevant, and 
timely, legal issues. With this in mind, the current volume is a 
reflection of the Law Forum staffs hard work and interest in 
providing a meaningful contribution to the legal community. 
The current issue is part one of our two-part Feminist Legal 
Theory & Feminisms volume. The articles grew out of the School of 
Law's March 2008 Conference on Feminist Legal Theory & 
Feminisms. The Conference consisted of four panel discussions, 
where leading minds in feminist legal theory presented their articles 
and research. The day culminated with Gloria Steinem's keynote 
address. The Law Forum agreed to publish ten articles, which cover a 
range of issues affecting second and third-wave feminists. This issue 
presents five of those ten articles. 
The recent development pieces examine eleven of this past year's 
most interesting and controversial cases decided by the Court of 
Appeals of Maryland and the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit. These pieces cover the legal gamut, including cases 
that address de facto parentage, redefining common-law rape, 
permissible self-dealing in a limited partnership, and the effect of 
subsequent legislation on open-ended contracts. 
Finally, I would like to thank the Law Forum's 2008-2009 
editorial board and staff for their time and dedication. Additionally, I 
wish to thank Shannon Beamer, Levi Zaslow, and the rest of the 2007-
2008 editorial board for offering to publish the Conference's articles 
and providing the current staff with a smooth transition. Finally, the 
Law Forum thanks its subscribers for their continued support and 
suggestions. 
Sincerely" " 
. George A. Perry 
Editor-in-Chief 
Member, National Conference of Law Reviews 
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